,0 Duration: 3-4 days Great Walks season:
Distance: 60 km (loop) 24 October 2017 - 30 April 2018
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KEPLER
TRACK

FROM THE beech-forested
shorelines of lakes Te Anau and
Manapouri, to tussock-covered
ridgelines and spectacular
alpine vistas, the Kepler Track
is an incredible wilderness
adventure above the clouds.

Forming a loop track from
Te Anau, it’s a fantastic
opportunity to experience
the most accessible of
Fiordland’s Great Walks in
Te Wahipounamu - South
West New Zealand World
Heritage Area.

The Kepler Track is circular and can
be walked in either direction. The
track is well marked and signposted,
but some sections are steep and rough
and may be muddy and slippery.

Poor weather conditions can make this
walk challenging, even in the Great
Walks season.

This guide describes a 4-day hike for
independent, non-guided walkers
during the Great Walks season

(24 October 2017 - 30 April 2018).

g

Outside the Great Walks
season (May to October)
walking conditions are
more hazardous - see the
safety information.

Duration: 3-4 days
Distance: 60km (loop)

Great Walks season:
24 October 2017 -
30 April 2018
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ELEVATION PROFILE & TRACK GUIDE

Brod Bay

Kepler 15 campsites

Track
car park

5.6km/1.5hrs 8.2km/3.5-4.5hrs

o 5
e :
Day 1: Kepler Track car park to
Luxmore Hut

5-6 hours, 13.8km

Your journey begins with a stroll through the

beech forest along the shore of Lake Te Anau,
the largest body of fresh water in Australasia,

to Brod Bay. A challenging climb under
impressive limestone bluffs takes you above

the bushline to panoramic views of the Te Anau

basin and surrounding mountains. Luxmore
Hut is a 45 min walk from the bush line.
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COVER: Descending from Hanging Valley Shelter,
John Strother (www.panafoot.com)

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT: Day 1 & 2 photos, Daniel Deans;
Day 3, Photo: Keri Moyle (signsoflife.co.nz)
Day 4 Kepler Wetland, DOC

MAIN PHOTO: Viiew from Luxmore,
Tyler Ray Photegraphy (tylermilesray.com)

Forest Burn
emergency

shelter

o "Hanging
Valley
emergency

shelter

Luxmore Hut
54 bunks

14.6km /5-6hrs

Day 2: Luxmore Hut to
Iris Burn Hut

5-6 hours, 14.6 km

Start your day on top of the
world. From the hut, you'll
climb to a ridge just below
Mount Luxmore. In good
weather there are stunning
views across the south fiord of
Lake Te Anau to the Murchison
Mountains. A welcoming sight
after a day on the tops, Iris
Burn Hut is situated in a large
tussock clearing.
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0800 694 732

m hut m campsite shelter ﬂ car park

\\ Iris Burn Hut
A 50 bunks
*...15 campsites
\\ l ; ll i’ Rocky Point
b Sy Shelter Moturau Hut Rainbow Reach Keé)e:sr ';:?("k
e \ 40 bunks car park p
A [P [P
S | A
________ .-
B e TR S R R e
16.2km /5-6hrs 6km/1.5-2hrs 9.5km/2.5-3.5hrs

Day 3: Iris Burn Hut to Moturau Hut Day 4: Moturau Hut to the Kepler Track car park
5-6 hours, 16.2km 4 hours — 5 hours 30 minutes, 15.5km
Experience ever-changing scenery as the track The last day is easy walking across a unique and fragile
takes you over a low saddle, then down past a wetland. The track then follows the Waiau River terrace
large slip caused by heavy rain to Rocky Point. to the swing bridge at Rainbow Reach. You can leave the
You'll then wind through a gorge and lowland track here and catch a shuttle bus to Te Anau, or continue
beech and podocarp forest, before reaching the alongside the Waiau River to the Kepler Track car park.

shore of beautiful Lake Manapouri. The beach-
side Moturau Hut has stunning views of the lake.
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Air New Zealand
partners with the
Department of
Conservation to help

\ bring native birds
\ back to the beautiful
» Great Walks.

1  Watch out for the cheeky kea — the
world’s only alpine parrot, found in the
South Island high country and known
for its inquisitive nature.

2 Explore the fascinating Luxmore Caves,
a 10 minute walk from Luxmore Hut.

3 A 20 minute walk from Iris Burn Hut leads
to the isolated Iris Burn Falls, perfect for
a refreshing dip after the day’s walk.

Conservation story

4  Students from Fiordland’s five centres
of learning are helping restore the
unique environment of the Kepler Track
and bring back its birdsong in the
award-winning community conservation
education-based ‘Kids Restore the
Kepler’ project. With funding from major
sponsor Kids Restore NZ, CTOS and
Distinction Hotels NZ, the project is led
by the Fiordland Conservation Trust in
partnership with DOC and the learning
centres. kidsrestorethekepler.co.nz

5 Tussockland is a spectacular feature
of the alpine areas of the Kepler Track,
providing a flowing foreground to the
expansive views.

6 Watch for the New Zealand falcon/
karearea, one of New Zealand’s most
spectacular birds.


http://kidsrestorethekepler.co.nz
http://stokedforsaturday.com
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GETTING THERE \)v ks

You can access the track from the following locations.
- Kepler Track car park: 5km drive from Te Anau. £ &% i

- Fiordland National Park Visitor
Centre: 50 minutes walk along

the lake front to the entrance . oA 2 Fie f
of the track. ot HE
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-~ Rainbow Reach car park: R JTRAER ,G'I " Fo ol
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DOC operates 3 huts and 2 campsites along the Kepler Track, which must
be booked in advance during the Great Walks season (24 October 2017
- 30 April 2018) to avoid disappointment.

m Great Walks huts
$65 per adult per night; 17 years and under free (booking required).
During the Great Walks season the huts have bunks, mattresses,
heating, toilets, basic cooking facilities, solar-powered lighting, and
cold running water. A DOC ranger is in residence. The huts do not
provide food, cooking utensils or showers.

Outside the Great Walks season facilities are greatly reduced and there
are no DOC rangers. Bookings are not required, huts and campsites are
first come, first served and fees are reduced. See the website for details.

m Great Walks campsites
$20 per adult per night; 17 years and under free (booking required).

Great Walks campsites offer basic facilities including toilets, sinks and
a water supply. Some also have picnic tables and cooking shelters.

greatwalks.co.nz
0800 694 732

Sign me up! What do | do?

|

Start off at greatwalks.co.nz/
kepler for more information.

Book your huts and campsites
online or at a DOC Visitor Centre.

s

Book your transport to and
from the track — operators are
listed online and in this brochure.

Buy your food and pack your
bags - download the Great Walks
packing list and make sure you
have everything you need for a
4-day independent unguided walk.

Read up on safety and make
sure you’re well prepared for your
journey and changeable weather
at greatwalks.co.nz/kepler.
Make sure you have left your
intentions with a trusted contact
at adventuresmart.org.nz.

Visit the closest DOC Visitor
Centre (Te Anau) to pick up your
tickets and official track guide,
and chat with the friendly staff for
the latest weather forecast and
track conditions.

.

All set! Lace up your boots
and get hiking. Don’t forget to
share your experience on
facebook.com/GreatWalks.


http://greatwalks.co.nz/kepler
http://greatwalks.co.nz/kepler
http://greatwalks.co.nz/kepler
http://adventuresmart.org.nz
http://facebook.com/GreatWalks
http://greatwalks.co.nz
http://panafoot.com

KEPLER
TRACK.

Selection of Family & Studio Motels FREE WIFEI-
Lakeview & Parkview options R 3
Backpackers, Tent & Powered Sites by e j “ﬁﬁ '

Reunions, Groups & Schools welcome Plryrill
Car & Bag Storage ! EEEE)
77 Manapouri-Te Ansu Highway, Te Anau

P.0800 483 262 E.res@teanau.info W.www.teanau.info

Fiordland's Track & Transport Specialists for 30 years

LET US LIGHTEN YOUR LOAD AND ENHANCE YOUR WALK
CAR RELOCATION ESSENTIALS PACKAGE PREMIUM PACKAGE
Tracknet’s Bus Timetables link
Southern Cities with Great Walks Simply drive your ~ :  Skip the hassle of ~ :  Let us take care of
» L car to the start of the : organizing transport, :  all the logistics of
Bus cunne:tlnns {A" ?Eafi track and we move  : food and gear - your dream hike -
- it to the finish while : let us pack your bag : no hassle adventuring
T Kepber Track Bus ﬂ you walk. : & move your car! : at its finest!
£ Milford Track Bus -
¢ Routeburn Track Bus E-
¢ Hollyford & Cycle Trails il e
- P&E"I.-HI;ES for ﬂﬂ'!.l' Mult Da].r Hikers B groups o Please book ahead to avoid disappointment. Easy
[Queenstown - Te Anau - Invercargill - Milford Sound Find out more at: e: info@easyhike.co.nz HIKE
“Charter & on dismand seraces Faalabie. Book teatt & view prces ot our websie easyhike.co.nz toll-free: 0800 327 944 No hassle adventuring
P. 0BOD 483 262 E. res@tracknet.net W. www.tracknet.net
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ABOVE, ON AND BELOW THE SURFACE i

o
DISCOVER MORE MILFORD SOUND
Includes Nature Cruise or Encounter ¢ CRUISE & KAYAK

Nature Cruise + Underwater
Observatory + Picnic Lunch

0800 264 536 FIND US IN MILFORD i e =k T
southerndiscoveries.co.nz Discover Milford Sound Café and Information Centre ‘ Fréephone 0800 744 633 mitrepéak (.;OITI '

"A daste of classic coundvyl Inu,|:-r4 n]rh] ant Hhe

The experts in rental equipment.
wadd {s Paradise P P

Competitive prices and great gear.

Alpine Sports email: info@brownsnz.com
39 Shotover Street  phone: 03 442 4003

Transport to Brod Bay daily. Departs from

KEPLER Water Taxi wharf opposite town centre
WATER 8.30am 9.30am. Return bookings essential.

TAXI OTHER DEPARTURES BY ARRANGEMENT

Besarra Pt wan e ek ceme sl
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Brdmwmsl el B el e e § e e
e e A .
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www.keplerwatertaxi.co.nz email: info@keplerwatertaxi.co.nz
phone: 03 249 8364




Steamers *___’ ‘Bl BSIFXo\l FREE HOT SHOWERS FOR FREEDOM WALKERS
"% w S1 T V\B £10NE 0800 HUMP RIDGE AND QUOTE PROMO CODE: SHOWER
Backpackers located opposite Lake Te Anau & DOC

the Steamers Baach Complex 18 coiveniently Doabed withan Te Anau

Lakeview Kivd Haoliday Park and Motels, ’ - ATAPER o~
lelﬂi of affordable private or shared rooms available r (| d g ‘
track

New zeatand K&

i 1L
¥ Single rooms W Dorm rocms W Double & Twins Free Wifi*

W BAH Mermber Rates & Linen on beds 'Httﬂht-wer* A

More wilderness

...less people
3-DAY LOOP TRACK

BOOK NOW: Packages from
Basic Tramping at $175
to Guided Walking at $1645

Suitable for all -ll.' vils of experience
Longest Day Kayak Available - Up to 4 hours kayaking p 03 226 6739 or 0800 HUMP RIDGE (486774)

www.fiordlandadventure.co.nz w www.humpridgetrack.co.nz e walk@humpridgetrack.co.nz

TgMILFORD / MILFORD'S GRIGINAL
\ S ORI
- EKAYAKS st TR

Rosco has been running world class Sea Kayakmg trips

for 28 years, that is experience you can count on, his local

guides are the best in the business, we offer 8 different trips,

to suit beginner right through to the experienced paddler.

Power, Paddle OR Pedal! It might be a
tongue twister but now there’s even more

ADVENTURE FIORDLAND, 72 TOWN CENTRE, TE ANAU options of how to get your kicks in Fiordland Go o"‘nec!

) - sit back and cruise or paddle into the
!flsltl\llil I;Elsg:lq Iﬁﬂ.&?ﬂ%ﬁlgfﬂ?&%‘(ﬁggm wilderness or even pedal around Te Anau.
0]

WWR(I&MMFNWMMS[:&M www.GoOrange.nz  info@GoOrange.nz 0800 24 66 72

PREPARE FOR THE

great (Wdlkerd_ % : - _ : ' Shopping -

deserve great hostels ju = . 5 F 48-40 Milford Road, Te Anau

YHA Te Anau e 9 Shotover Street, Quast;wn

Affordable comfortable
accommodation pre ‘ . We provide the only safe and
and post Great Walk SAFER secure park while you walk the

track. Don’t let a break-in spoil

PARKING your holiday.

www.saferparking.co.nz

» <" SAFER PARKING TE ANAU email: saferparkingteanau@msn.com
yha.co.nz 0800 278 299 48 Caswell Road, Te Anau phone: 64 3 249 7198 or 027 260 9032
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Know before you go

It is important to plan your trip thoroughly to ensure you
stay safe, and have a great time. Before you go, know
the Outdoor Safety Code - 5 Simple rules to help you
#makeithome.

1. Plan your trip. Travel times vary greatly in New
Zealand, so carefully planning your route is essential.
Seek local information about what to take, and allow
enough time for the journey. Book accommodation,
transport and transfers to the start/end of track early.

Tell someone your plans. Safety is your responsibility.
Leave your intentions — including your trip details and
emergency contact information — with a trusted contact.
It could save your life if things go wrong. Head to
advernturesmart.org.nz for more information.

Be aware of the weather. New Zealand weather is
very changeable. Plan for the worst, expect the best.
Check metservice.com for the most up to date info.

Know your limits. Always follow the track markers
and signposted tracks. Off-track navigation is not
recommended for novice walkers in New Zealand. A
good level of fitness is required to walk the track. You
can expect to walk up to 7 hours a day depending on
your fitness level. If you get into trouble don’t make

a bad situation worse. Think STAR - Stop / Think /
Assess / React.

Take sufficient supplies. With NZ’s changeable
conditions many hikers are frequently caught out by
isolated local conditions. Carry — and expect to use —
rain jackets all year round. Take an extra day’s supply
of food and an emergency shelter. Don’t rely on
cellphone signal alone for communication. Food and
drinks are not available to purchase at Great Walks
huts or campsites. Plan to be self-sufficient.

Remember - your safety is your responsibility
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Kepler Track safety

The information in this brochure relates to the Kepler Track in the Great
Walks season (24 October 2017 to 30 April 2018).

- This track is not recommended for children under the age of 10, due
to the exposed mountainous environment and often adverse weather
conditions. An overnight stay at Moturau Hut is a more suitable option
for the whole family.

Fiordland National Park is in an area with high rainfall and changeable
weather patterns. Cold temperatures, snow, strong winds and heavy
rain can occur at any time of year.

The Kepler Track has complex avalanche terrain and the risk of
avalanche can extend into December. During the Great Walks season,
DOC manages this risk to a low level and may close the alpine section
of the track between Luxmore Hut and Iris Burn Hut if avalanche
conditions exist.

Go to greatwalks.co.nz/kepler ‘Know before you go’ section
for detailed safety information, and ‘What to take’ section for a

comprehensive gear list.
@ between early May and late October (outside the Great Walks
season). The winter environment in Fiordland is very cold and
wet, with ice, snow and short daylight hours. Avalanche-prone bridges
across some major watercourses are removed. DOC does not manage
hazards such as flooding or avalanches. Walking the Kepler Track at this
time should only be attempted by people who are very experienced in
the New Zealand backcountry and have navigation, river crossing and
alpine skills. Alpine-specific trip planning is critical for you and your
group safety. The consequences are severe if not correctly managed.

You are strongly recommended NOT to attempt this track

In addition, facilities are greatly reduced - including no gas for
cooking, a limited water supply, and no rangers or emergency radio
facilities. For more information, see ‘Outside the Great Walks season’
at greatwalks.co.nz/kepler.
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